
THE MORE YOU KNOW 

As believers, we are waiting for Christ’s return and looking forward to an eternity with Him. We must be 
patient and remember that Jesus always keeps His promises. We must be hopeful and focused on His 
return. 

Scripture offers us many signs signaling that we are drawing closer to Christ’s return. There will be false 
teachers, wars, famines, earthquakes, persecution and death of believers, and widespread sin (Mark 13:6-
9). Among these disheartening signs, we do have hope and the good news that the gospel will be declared 
to all nations before Christ’s return (Mark 13:10). 

We do not know when Christ will return for His followers. Only God knows this detail (Mark 13:32). 
However, we know that Christ will return in the same way He ascended to Heaven, in the clouds with 
power and glory (Mark 13:26). Christ our King will restore everything to perfection. We must be ready 
(Luke 12:40). We must be patient. We must be alert (Matthew 25:13). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

 Day 1—Mark 13:1-7 

 Day 2—Mark 13:9-13 

 Day 3—Mark 13:21-23 

 Day 4—Mark 13:24-27 

 Day 5—1 Thessalonians 5:2-6 

 

 Bible 

 Colored Pencils 

 Pieces of paper (1 per person) 

 TE 2-10 printed from website 

 Field Notes for each person printed 
from website 

Lesson 4 

Look Forward 

TEXT: Mark 13:1-27 

LESSON OBJECTIVE:  

 Know: Jesus will return and take His followers to live 
 with Him forever.  

 Think: Keep your focus on looking forward to Jesus ’ 
 return. 

 Do: Be ready, be pure, and be patient as you wait for 
 Jesus’ return. 

APPLICATION VERSE: Hebrews 12:2 

THEME: Return of Christ 

New Testament 

The Risen King 



Items Needed:   
Pieces of paper (1 per person) 
Pencils 

Make a list of the “Top Five Events You Look Forward To.” Give each person a piece of paper and a pencil. Ask 
each person to list the top five events they look forward to, with number one being the one they look most forward 
to. When finished, have each person read their list aloud. 

You have listed some great events. What do you love about these events? Encourage response. We love 
being with family and friends to celebrate. We love all the good things we receive. We love all the fun 
things we do together. Today we’re going to talk about Jesus’ return to the earth. His return to earth will 
be better than any Christmases, birthdays, last days of school, and any other happy event you can 
imagine. 

Items Needed: 
TE 2-10  
Bibles 

Before you start, cut apart the strips from TE 2-10. Find the verses listed on TE 2-10 to read aloud. 

Jesus came to the earth as a baby, lived a perfect life, died on the cross, and came alive again three days 
later. After His resurrection, He was seen by over 500 people and stayed on the earth 40 days. One day, 
Jesus took His disciples to a mountain and right before their eyes, He went up to Heaven. As the disciples 
stared into the sky, two men (angels) in white robes promised them Jesus would return again (Acts 1:9-
11). 

Before Jesus returned to Heaven, He made a promise. Read John 14:1-3 aloud. What did Jesus promise? 
Encourage response. He promised to go and prepare a place in Heaven and to come back for His followers so 
they could be with Him forever. We are still waiting for Jesus to come back, but it is important to know 
when Jesus makes a promise, He always keeps it. 

Perhaps you have questions such as when will He return or what will happen when He returns. Before 
Jesus left the earth, His disciples asked Him many of those same questions. Let’s look at some of those 
questions and the Bible answers for each one. 

What are some of the signs that point to Jesus’ return? Read Mark 13:3, 5-8, 10 aloud. Jesus said there 
would be false teachers, even ones claiming to be Christ who would mislead many people in the last days. 
Jesus did not want them to be fearful, but there will be wars, famines, and earthquakes. He cautioned that 
many believers would be hated, persecuted, and even killed. Sin would be raging everywhere. When you 
see the leaves begin to form on the trees, you know that summer is coming. When you see all kinds of 
trouble, you can know Jesus will return. The good news is the gospel will be preached to the entire world 
before the end comes. 

When will Jesus come again? Read Mark 13:32 aloud. 

We understand why the disciples had questions for Jesus. Of course, they did not want Jesus to leave, 
but if He had to go, when would He be back? Jesus said no one on this earth knows when. Even the 
angels do not know; only God the Father knows the appointed time. 

How will He come back? Read Mark 13:26-27 aloud. 

Do you remember what the angels said to the people as Jesus went up into Heaven? He will come down 
just as they saw Him go up in the clouds. The people will see Jesus coming on the clouds of Heaven with 
power and great glory. And Jesus will send His angels to gather His followers. 

Who is Jesus coming for? Re-read Mark 13:27 aloud. 

When it is time, Jesus will tell His angels to gather His “elect” home to Heaven. Elect is another word for 
Jesus’ followers. John 3:16 tells us that all who believe in Jesus will have eternal life. When Jesus comes 
back, only His followers will go to live with Him in Heaven. 

TE 2-10 



Why is Jesus coming back? Read Philippians 2:9-11 aloud. Jesus is creator and king of the world and He is 
coming back to rule over it. He will restore everything to its perfect condition. There will be no more sin 
or death. The devil and his followers will be sent to eternal punishment. Jesus will be lifted up as King 
and we will worship Him. There will be no more pain, sadness, suffering, or death because those things 
will be done away with in Heaven. What a wonderful day it will be when Jesus return. That’s something to 
look forward to. 

Items Needed: 
Field Notes 
Colored pencils  
Bible 

 

Find and mark John 14 and Revelation 21 in your Bible. Print a copy of the Field Notes for each person. Fold 
along the solid line, and turn to the inside. You are going to draw pictures of things that are and are not in Heaven 
so we can look forward to what’s coming. What can we look forward to when Jesus returns? Read Revelation 
21:1-4 aloud and listen carefully for things that will not be in Heaven. What are some things that will not be in 
Heaven? Encourage response. Allow time to draw some of the things that will not be in Heaven on the 
Field Notes. 

Then re-read John 14:1-3 (it was read during the LEARN part of the lesson) and Revelation 22:1-5 aloud. What 
are some things that will be in Heaven? Encourage response. Allow time to draw some of the things that 
will be in Heaven on the Field Notes. 

When Jesus comes to the earth the second time, He will come as the ruling King. And He has promised 
to take us to the most wonderful place you can imagine. Of course, God will be there and He is preparing 
something too wonderful to describe—a beautiful home, a tree of life, a crystal river, a street of gold, and 
a special dinner. There will be no sickness, no sadness, no tears, no death, and no sin. 

Items Needed: 
Field Notes 

 

The Bible tells us when Jesus comes back to the earth He will create a new Heaven and a new earth 
where only righteousness (right things) will be (2 Peter 3:10-13). We can look forward to a time when there 
will be no more sin or death. We don’t know when that will be, but what should we do while we wait? 
Jesus said we must be ready. No one knows when He will return so we must be ready. Jesus said it’s like 
the owner of a house going away on a trip. Before he leaves, he assigns his servants tasks to do. No one 
knows when the owner of the house will return, whether in the morning, evening, or at midnight. What 
should the workers do, not knowing if the owner will return that day? The workers should be diligent and 
not be goofing off when the owner returns. Jesus has assigned us tasks to complete and we must always 
be ready (Mark 13:33-37). 

We are to be pure. First John 3:3 says every person who has the hope that Jesus will return purifies him 
or herself, just as Jesus is pure. You want to have a pure mind and pure life when Jesus comes back. 
How does knowing Jesus could return at any time change what you say or do? Encourage response. 
How should knowing Jesus could return at any time motivate you to make choices that please Him? 
Encourage response. 

Finally, we are to be patient. James 5:8 reminds Christians to be patient. Each day that passes is a day 
closer to Jesus’ return. When bad things happen, you can remind yourself that Jesus is coming back and 
He will make things right. He will reward you for doing what is right. 

We may not know when Jesus will return, but we know He will come back because He promised He 
would. God always keeps His promises. The day He comes back will be the happiest day of a Christian’s 
life. 

Refer to the Next Step section on the Field Notes. Your Next Step is to be ready, be pure, and be patient as you 
wait for Jesus’ return. 

Close with a prayer of thanks for Jesus’ promise to return and bring us to be with Him forever. 

Field Notes 

Field Notes 


