
March 26 – Play By the Rules?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ever felt like the world around you is crazy?  That the “rules” you live by, that make sense to you, don’t seem to 
be the same as the rest of the world?  Especially when trying to follow Jesus, sometimes the world’s rules for 
living seem directly opposite to what Jesus calls us to. As we finish up our reading of Judges, join us this weekend 
to see there really IS good news in the crazy, mixed-up world! 
 
Texts:               
      
Judges 17:1-6 
There was a man named Micah, who lived in the hill country of Ephraim. 2 One day he said to his mother, “I 
heard you place a curse on the person who stole 1,100 pieces[a] of silver from you. Well, I have the money. I was 
the one who took it.” 
“The Lord bless you for admitting it,” his mother replied. 3 He returned the money to her, and she said, “I now 
dedicate these silver coins to the Lord. In honor of my son, I will have an image carved and an idol cast.” 
4 So when he returned the money to his mother, she took 200 silver coins and gave them to a silversmith, who 
made them into an image and an idol. And these were placed in Micah’s house. 5 Micah set up a shrine for the 
idol, and he made a sacred ephod and some household idols. Then he installed one of his sons as his personal 
priest. 
6 In those days Israel had no king; all the people did whatever seemed right in their own eyes. 
  
Romans 6:1-15 
Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of his wonderful grace? 2 Of 
course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to live in it? 3 Or have you forgotten that when we 
were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his death? 4 For we died and were buried with Christ 
by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may 
live new lives. 
5 Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. 6 We know that our 
old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves 
to sin. 7 For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. 8 And since we died with Christ, 



we know we will also live with him. 9 We are sure of this because Christ was raised from the dead, and he will 
never die again. Death no longer has any power over him. 10 When he died, he died once to break the power 
of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for the glory of God. 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead 
to the power of sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus. 
12 Do not let sin control the way you live;[a] do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do not let any part of your body 
become an instrument of evil to serve sin. Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but 
now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God. 14 Sin 
is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of the law. Instead, you live under the 
freedom of God’s grace. 
15 Well then, since God’s grace has set us free from the law, does that mean we can go on sinning? Of course 
not!  
 
Questions: 
- What are your “rules for living”?  What are the things you believe strongly enough you wrap the way you live 
and interact with those around them? 
- Have you ever looked at your life, compared it to others and said, “well at least I don’t do that!”?  Or critiqued 
someone else in order to make yourself feel better? Does it work…really? 
- Think about this statement: when we live thinking we can do whatever we want because God will forgive 
us…we cheapen God’s grace.”  How does this happen?  How often do you do this?  What might you change in 
your own life so you can embrace the joy of grace as well as the cost of grace? 
 
Reading for this week: 
 
Monday: Matthew 16:24 
Tuesday: Romans 6:16 
Wednesday: Romans 12:1 
Thursday: Titus 2:11-14 
Friday: 1 Peter 4:2 


